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INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-02 FAA-00 L-03 /035 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OA/AVP:JKGORDON:PMA 
APPROVED BY EB/OA/AVP:AJWHITE 
ARAAND:TWSONANDRES (PHONE) 

032033Z 059148/47 

O 032025Z JAN 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS NIACT IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 000192 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, VE 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: CAPITOL INTERNATIONAL AIRWAYS 

1 . CAPITOL HAS ASKED ASSISTANCE IN GETTING ONE OF THEIR 
DC-8-30 AIRCRAFT RELEASED BY GOV. 

2. CAPITOL WAS PERFORMING SERVICE FOR ITALIAN COSTA 
(SHIPPING) LINE AFTER COSTA LINE VESSEL, "FRANCA C.", HAD 
ENGINE TROUBLE IN SAN JUAN, PR. CAPITOL WAS TO HAVE PER- 
FORMED TWO ROUND-TRIP FLIGHTS, SAN JUAN-CARACAS, WITH 
350 CRUISE SHIP PASSENGERS (VENEZUELAN CITIZENS RETURNING 
HOME). CAPITOL OBTAINED US CAB EXEMPTION, AND COSTA LINE 
ALLEGEDLY OBTAINED JAN. 3 A LETTER FROM VEN CON GEN AT 
SAN JUAN, WHICH AUTHORIZED CAPITOL TO LAND AND TAKEOFF 
IN VENEZUELA. GOV APPARENTLY DETAINED AIRCRAFT IN 
CARACAS ON ARRIVAL TODAY, JAN. 3. 

3; DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN ASSISTING 
CAPITOL TO GET AIRCRAFT RELEASED QUICKLY, AND TO 
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ARRANGE FOR SECOND FLIGHT. 
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